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ABSTRACT 



An improved LED lamp construction is disclosed having a 
plurality of LEDs electrically interconnected and mounted 
upon opposed rounded surfaces formed at one end of the 
lamp body. The opposed rounded surfaces comprise a sub- 
stantially semi-spherical lamp head concavely open at the 
upper end of the lamp and a cover similar in curvature to the 
head land fixed across the open end thereof in a convex 
position relative thereto. The LEDs are arranged in multiple 
series groups connected in parallel and disposed circumfer- 
cntially along the rounded surfaces so as to project radially 
therefrom in substantially all directions. The LEDs are 
electrically and mechanically connected to a conventional 
screw-type base at the opposite end of the lan^) body 
through an intermediate stem. Depending upon the nature 
and level of the power source being provided to the screw- 
type base, the stem may-house a conventional regulator 
circuit intended to convert an applied level of A.C. voltage 
to a relatively low D.C. voltage designed to operate the 
LEDs. The present LED lamp is particularly suited for 
engagement and use within conventional traffic signal 
encasements of the type having a paraboloid mirror and 
light-diflFusing lens cover wherein the LED emissions from 
the lamp optically combine to produce a uniform light beam. 

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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LED LAMP CONSTRUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ^ 

The present invention relates to lamp construction and 
more particularly to an improved lamp construction having 
a plurality of light-emitting diodes (LEDs) mounted circum- 
ferentially about opposed rounded surfaces at the head of the 
lamp so that light from the LEDs may be projected radially lo 
therefrom in substantially all directions. 

As illumination sources, LED lamps have long been 
proposed as an improved substitute for small-sized incan- 
descent lamps because of the LED's superior reliability, 
rated life and lower power consumption. Various LED lamps 1 5 
have therefore been designed and have effectively replaced 
small incandescent pilot lamps used as indicator lights on 
display panels and in various electronic equipment. 
Examples of such LED lamps are described in U.S. Pat Nos. 
4,21 1,955, 4,727,289 and 5,160.200. 20 

Existing LED lamp designs have not, however, been as 
effective in generating brighter amounts of illumination for 
longer-range signaling purposes, such as those lights used in 
highway traffic signals and at railroad crossings. Since such 
signaling lights are required to be readily visible to observ- 
ers throughout a wide range of viewing angles, they must 
generate not only a strong beam but one that is substantially 
uniform over a wide pattern of illumination. Producing a 
sufficiently bright and uniform beam of illumination has 
been difficult to achieve using LEDs because of the unidi- 
rectional feature of their light emissions that is further 
characterized by a significant reduction in luminous inten- 
sity when observed at angles displaced slightly from the 
optical-cenlerlinc of the LED. While various designs have 
been developed for grouping LEDs to increase the strength 
of their illumination, such designs have not addressed the 
characteristic limited range of luminous intensity exhibited 
by the LEDs in such a manner that allows LEDs to be used 
in wide ranging signal light applications. ^ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a general purpose and object of the 
present invention to provide an improved LED lamp con- 
struction that effectively produces sufficient illumination for 
signal light applications. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
LED lamp that generates light in a bright and substantially 
uniform pattern so that the light therefrom may be observed 
from a distance over a wide range of viewing angles. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved LED lamp constmction that readily and more 
efficiently replaces existing incandescent bulbs heretofore 
used in commercial signaling devices such as those 
employed in highway U-affic signaling standards. 

A still further object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved LED lamp construction that can be economi- 
cally manufactured and made adaptable for use in a wide 
variety of household, commercial and industrial lighting 
applications. 

Briefly, these and other objects of the present invention 
are accomplished by an improved LED lamp construction 
having a plurality of LEDs elecuically interconnected and 
mounted upon opposed rounded surfaces at one end of the 65 
lamp body. The opposed rounded surfaces comprise a sub- 
stantially semi-spherical lamp head concavely open at the 
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Upper end of the lamp and a cover similar in curvature to the 
head and fixed across the open end thereof in a convex 
position relative thereto. The LEDs are arranged in multiple 
series groups connected in parallel and disposed circumfer- 
entially along the rounded surfaces so as to project radially 
therefrom in substantially all directions. The LEDs are 
electrically and mechanically connected to a conventional 
screw-type base at the opposite end of the lamp body 
through an intermediate stem. Depending upon the nature 
and level of the power source being provided to die screw- 
type base, the stem may house a conventional regulator 
circuit intended to convert an applied level of A.C. voltage 
to a lower D.C. voltage designed to operate the LEDs. The 
present LED lamp is particularly suited for engagement and 
use within conventional traffic signal encasements of the 
type having a paraboloid mirror and light-diffusing lens 
cover wherein the LED emissions from the lamp optically 
combine to produce a uniform light beam. 

For a better understanding of these and other aspects of 
tiie present invention, reference may be made to tiie follow- 
ing detailed description taken in conjunction witii the 
accompanying drawing in which like reference numerals 
designate like parts throughout the figures thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIFnON OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view, partially sectioned, of an 
LED lamp constructed in accordance witii the presented 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a top view of the LED lamp of FIG, 1; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram showing the elec- 
trical wiring of the LED lamp of the present invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a schematic side view of the LED lamp engaged 
in position within a conventional traffic signal encasement. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings and at first to FIG. 1, a 
preferred embodiment of an LED lamp, generally desig- 
nated 10, is shown constructed in accordance with die 
present invention. The LED lamp 10 comprises a main body 
12 extending lengthwise along a central axis between a 
circular base end 13 and rounded head 14. The lamp body 12 
is preferably hollowed and cylindrical in its form, having a 
substantially uniform outer diameter along an intermediate 
stem 16 formed between the base end 13 and the bottom of 
the lamp head 14. The outer diameter of the lamp head 14 
gradually widens from the bottom to tiie upper end thereof 
thereby providing die head with its rounded configuration. 
The lamp body 12, particularly including the stem 16 and 
head 14, is preferably constructed as an integral member and 
molded from a strong but lightweight insulating material, 
such as fiberglass or plastic. 

Lamp head 14, as shown in FIG. 1, is substantially 
semi-spherical and concavely open at its upper end, but may 
alternatively be paraboloidal within the teachings of the 
present invention. Inside the open end of the lamp head 14, 
a rounded cover 18 similar in radius of curvature to the head 
is oppositely disposed and fixed across the concave interior 
of lamp head so as to be convex relative thereto. Made of the 
same insulating material as tiie lamp body 12, the cover 18 
is typicaUy recessed in its position witiiin lamp head 14 and 
is preferably sealed tiiereto upon assembly of the lamp 10 
and its electrical components as described in greater detail 
herembelow. Sealing of the cover 18 to die interior of lamp 
head 14 may be effected by conventional means using an 
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epoxy resin of silicone or ihe like having substantially high 
insulating quality, which epoxy resin may be further used to 
fill the hallowed interior of the lamp body 12 and hold in 
place its contained components. 

Referring now to FIG. 2 in conjunction with FIG. 1, a 5 
plurality of LEDs 20 are secured to and mounted upon the 
opposed rounded surfaces of the exterior of the lamp head 14 
and the inner cover 18. The LEDS 20 are spaced apart and 
arranged in a relatively symmetrical pattern about the 
rounded mounting surfaces of the head 14 and cover 18, and jq 
are disposed therealong and relative thereto so as to project 
in substantially radial directions. As best viewed in FIG. 2, 
the LEDs 20 mounted upon the lamp head 14 arc radially 
disposed 360° around the perimeter at the upper end of the 
lamp head and are uniformly spaced apart from each other. 
The radial spacing between the LEDs 20 may vary based 
upon the amount of light output intended from the lamp 10 
and the number of LEDs determined as necessary therefor. 
As better evident in FIG. 1, the LEDs 20 on the lamp head 
14 are further disposed and spaced apart radially between 
the upper end and the bottom of the lamp head so that the 
LEDs project uniformly around the entire outer surface of 
the lamp head. The LEDs 20 mounted upon the inner cover 
18 arc also disposed radially lelative thereto and are typi- 
cally grouped at the top of the cover to project forward 
therefrom in a more limited angular pattern. In mounting the 
LEDs 20. the solid-state body of each LED unit should be 
firmly posidoned near to or upon the respective rounded 
surfaces of the head 14 and cover 18 with the electrical leads 
of each LED being inserted through small openings in the 
respective surfaces for mechanical and electrical connec- 
tions. Use of conventional miniatuie connector clips (not 
shown) fitted into each respective opening in the rounded 
mounting surfaces of the head 14 and cover 18 provide an 
alternative means for securing the LEDs 20 in proper 
position and further facilitating LED replacement if neces- 
sary. 

The LEDs 20 employed in the present invention are 
conventional units preferably of a high intensity, ultra-bright 
emission quality commercially available in a variety of 
colors such as red, green or amber. Other colors, including 
white, would be suitable for the LEDs 20 used in accordance 
with Uie present invention. One example of a suitable series 
of LEDs 20 are those currently manufactured by Hewlett 
Packard under Part Nos. HLMP-810X and HCMP-ClOO/ 
Clio. 

The LEDs 20 are electrically interconnected to selected 
other LEDs in series arrays, as shown and described in 
greater detail below in reference to FIG. 3. Conventional 
means such as soldering, applied to the leads of each LED 50 
20 may be used for making the proper electiical intercon- 
nections as well as for providing a mechanical joint between 
the LEDs and their respective mounting surfaces. However, 
other means for electrically interconnecting the LEDs 20, 
such as electrical wires, may also be used. 55 

Referring now to FIG. 3 in conjunction with FIGS. 1 and 
2, the electrical circuitry for the present invention is shown 
in diagrammatic form. Powered by a low voltage D.C. 
source, typically about 12 volts, the LEDs 20 are connected 
together in parallel branches of series groups of foiu"or more 60 
LED units with a low power series resistor 30 ftirthcr housed 
in stem 16 connected to the LEDs in each branch for 
controlling the operating current therethrough to design 
levels. Typical range of resistance values for the series 
resistor 30 is between 40-150 ohms. The appropriate oper- 65 
ating D.C. voltage may be direcUy supplied to the lamp 10 
and in such case, is applied thereto via a conventional 
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incandescent lamp screw-type base 22 aflBxed and sealed to 
the base end 13 of the lamp body 12. The screw-type base 
22 of this type has an inner electrical terminal 24 separated 
from an outer elecuical terminal 26 by a circular insulating 
member 28 and thus receives the operating voltage upon 
engagement with a mating socket member, such as theft 
shown in FIG. 4, to which the voltage has been applied. This 
D.C. voltage is then fed to respective ends of each parallel 
branch circuit via common electrical lines 25a and 25b 
extending internally through the stem 16 firom the inner and 
outer terminals 24 and 26 of the screw-type base 22 to the 
respective LED branch circuits. In the event that an A.C. 
voltage is provided as a power source rather than the 
described operating D.C. voltage, a conventional voltage 
regulator circuit capable of converting the A.C. to D.C. 
voltage and of further maintaining the output voltage level 
would be required for proper lamp operation. Such an 
additional regulator circuit may be incorporated into the 
circuitry of the present lamp 10 and housed, if necessary, in 
the stem 16 of the lamp body 12. 

Referring now to FIG. 4 in conjunction with FIGS, 1-3, 
the LED \wxp 10 of the present invention is shown in 
operative engagement within a basic assembly of a conven- 
tional traffic signal hght encasement 32. The basic traffic 
signal light encasement 32 includes a paraboloid miiror 34 
for reflecting light generated in the encasement, a lens cover 
36 for diffusmg the reflected light, and a socket connector 38 
secured centrally to the bottom of the mirror and adapted to 
engage a standard lamp base for voltage transfer. Widi the 
appropriate operating voltage applied to the socket connec- 
tor 38 and the lamp base 22 intimately engaged therewith, 
operating current is delivered to all of die LED branch 
circuits and light emissions are generated from all of the 
LEDs 20 mounted along the opposed rounded surfaces of 
the lamp head 14 and irmer cover 18. Emissions from the 
LEDs 20 mounted upon the inner cover 18 project substan- 
tially forward with some limited angular displacement to 
strike the lens cover 36 for difiusion through the centtal 
section tiiereof. Emissions from the LEDs 20 surrounding 
the outer surface of lamp head 14 project 360° around tiie 
lamp 10 and onto substantially the entire reflective surface 
of muTor 34. All of tiiese LED emissions so projected onto 
the mirror 34 are reflected upon the surrounding lens cover 
36 for diffusion therethrough and in combination with the 
light diflused through the central portion of the cover, 
produce a bright and uniform beam of light generally 
observable by a viewer. 

Thereforc, it is apparent that the disclosed invention 
provides an improved LED lamp construction that can 
effectively produce a sufficient beam of illumination for 
signal light applications. The present LED lamp is con- 
structed so that the light emissions from the respective LED 
elements may be reflectively combined to generate a bright 
and substantially uniform beam observable irom a far dis- 
tance and over a wide range of viewing angles. Furthennore, 
die disclosed LED lamp provides a ready and more efficient 
replacement to existing incandescent lamps generally here- 
tofore employed in highway traffic signal systems. The 
present LED lamp provides greater reliability over a longer 
life and uses far less energy than the present incandescent 
lamps used in such traffic signal systems. In addition, the 
present LED lamp construction can be economically manu- 
factured and made readily adaptable to a wide variety of 
household, commercial and industrial lighting applications. 

Obviously, oilier embodiments and modifications of the 
present invention will readily come to those of ordinary skill 
in the art having the benefit of die teachings presented in the 
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foregoing description and drawings. For example, the sexni- 
spherically shaped mounting surface of the lamp head 14, 
described above in reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, may be made 
substandally sph^cal with LEDs 20 Jully encircling the 
lamp head by raising the position of the inner cover 18 5 
within the concave interior to a position atop the head and 
expanding the cover dimension to maintain the enclosure. It 
is therefore to be understood that various changes in the 
details, materials, steps and arrangement of parts, which 
have been described and illustrated to explain the nature of lO 
the present invention, may be made by those skilled in the 
art within the principles and scope of the invention as are 
expressed in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A light-emitting diode lamp comprising: 15 
a lamp body extending along a central axis and constructed 

having opposed rounded surfaces sealed together at one 

end thereof; 

a plurality of light-emitting diodes electrically intercon- 
nected and mounted upon the opposed rounded surfaces 20 
of said lamp body to project light emissions in respective 
radial directions relative to the rounded surfaces; and 

electrical means connected to said lamp body at the other 
end thereof and coupled to said light-emitting diodes for 
conducting electrical power thereto. 25 

2. A light>emitting diode lamp according to claim 1, 
wherein die opposed rounded surfaces comprise: 

a concave head formed synmietrically about the central axis 
of said lamp body open at the upper end thereof; and 

a convex cover adapted to engage the open end of said 30 
concave head symmetrically across the interior thereof. 

3. A light-emitting diode lamp according to claim 2, 
wherein said concave head is semi-spherical in configura- 
tion. 

4. A light-emitting diode lamp according to claim 2, 35 
wherein said concave head is paraboloidal in configuration. 

5. A light-emitting diode lamp according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

said plurality of light-emitting diodes are disposed circum- 
ferentially along the respective rounded surfaces of said 40 
concave head and said convex cover, and electrically 
arranged in multiple series groups interconnected in par- 
allel. 

6. A light-emitting diode lamp according to claim 5, 
wherein: 45 
said plurality of light-emitting diodes are spaced apart in a 

symmetrical pattern substantially about the respective 
rounded surfaces of said concave head and said convex 
cover. 

7. A light-emitting diode lamp according to claim 6, so 
wherein said lamp body further con^ses: 

a stem substantially cylindrical in shape extending along the 
central axis of said lamp body between the respective 
ends thereof. 
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8. A lighting device comprising: 

a main body constructed having a substantially pylindrical 
stem formed about a central axis and a rounded end 
having opposed spherical surfaces sealed together; 

a plurality of light-emitting diodes electrically intercon- 
nected in series groups further connected in parallel and 
mounted circumferentially about the opposed spherical 
surfaces to project light enussions in substantially all 
radial directions relative thereto; and 

electrical means attached to said main body and electrically 
coupled to said light emitting diodes for conducting 
electrical power thereto. 

9. A lighting device according to claim 8, wherein the 
opposed spherical surfaces of the rounded end of the main 
body further comprise: 

a concave head formed synunetrically about the central axis; 
and 

a convex cover sealed to said concave head substantially 

thereupon. 

10. In a signal light encasement of the type including a 
paraboloid mirror covered by a light-difi^sing lens and 
supplieid with electrical power, an improved lamp therefor 
comprising: 

a lamp body constructed along a central axis and formed 
having opposed rounded surfaces sealed together ai one 
end there(^, 

a plurality of light-emitting diodes electrically intercon- 
nected and mounted circumferentially about die opposed 
rounded surfaces to project light emissions in respective 
radial directions relative thereto; and 

electrical means connected to said lamp body at the other 
end thereof and coupled to said light-emitting diodes for 
conducting the electrical power thereto. 

11. The improved lamp for a signal light encasement 
according to claim 10, wherein: 

said plurality of light-emitting diodes are uruformly spaced 
^art in a symmetrical pattern substantially about the 
respective opposed rounded surfaces. 

12. The improved lamp for a signal light encasement 
according to claim 11, wherein the opposed rounded sur- 
faces comprise: 

a concave member formed symmetrically about the central 
axis of said lamp body open at the upper end thereof; and 

a convex cover fixed across the open end of said concave 
member. 

13. The improved lamp for a signal light encasement 
according to claim 12, wherein said concave member is 
semi-spherical in configuration. 

14. The improved lamp for a signal light encasement 
according to claim 12, wherein said concave member is 
paraboloidal in coniiguration. 

^ m * * * 
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